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The “City of Medicine”: An Open Innovation Hub

Chairman of the Board

Hideyuki Okano

Tokyo Nihonbashi is a district where history and innovation 

coexist̶an area that has evolved while inheriting a legacy of value 

creation. Since the Edo period, leading pharmaceutical companies 

have been concentrated here, and knowledge in the life sciences 

has been continuously passed down through generations.

Situated in this unique urban environment, where business and city 

functions are highly integrated, LINK-J was established as a hub for 

open innovation. 

In addition to its activities in Nihonbashi, LINK-J also operates in 

Doshomachi, Osaka̶another historic “city of medicine.”
With deep roots in pharmaceutical manufacturing and a strong 

concentration of universities and research institutions, this area 

serves as a fertile ground for innovation. By connecting diverse �elds 

such as pharmaceuticals, medical devices, regenerative medicine, 

and healthcare, LINK-J accelerates cross-sector collaboration 

among industry, academia, and government̶creating new oppor-

tunities for exchange, partnership, and co-creation.

M E S S A G E

C O N C E P T

The Evolution of the Life Science Ecosystem
LINK-J: A Decade of Progress and 
the Path Ahead

From Japan, creating the “next waves” 
in life sciences and innovation

V I S I O N

LINK-J connects innovators, facilitates the circulation of knowledge, and ensures the �ow of capital.

By fostering continuous innovation, it generates solutions that give hope to the world.

As a catalyst for the ecosystem, LINK-J generates “next waves” of opportunity;

accelerating open innovation and driving the implementation of life science innovations from Japan to the world.

LINK-J has been working to build a platform where people and knowledge from around the world, involved 

in life science research and industry, can connect and interact.

Today, as Japan’s life sciences sector moves into its next stage, LINK-J continues to advance community build-

ing that accelerates collaboration and co-creation, provide optimal support for those taking on the challenge 

of innovation, and disseminate forward-looking insights that serve as starting points for future value 

creation.

Over the next decade and beyond, LINK-J will continue to generate value through connection̶linking the 

future of life sciences from Japan to the world.

Toward an Environment Where New Challenges Can Continue to Emerge

How Connection and Dialogue Advance the Life Sciences

Established in March 2016 by Mitsui Fudosan in collaboration with colleagues from academia 
and industry, LINK-J is based in Nihonbashi, Tokyo̶a district with a long history as a center 
of pharmaceutical development. Located in Nihonbashi, Tokyo̶a district with a long history 
as a center of pharmaceutical development̶LINK-J has worked to promote open innovation 
and cultivate a life sciences ecosystem by fostering collaboration throughout Japan and 
abroad. This year marks the tenth anniversary of our founding.
In scienti�c research, individual �ndings rarely lead directly to immediate societal impact. 
Progress is made through the accumulation of evidence, the integration of knowledge across 
disciplines, sustained dialogue among individuals with differing perspectives, and careful 
validation over time. Over the past decade, LINK-J has served as a place where researchers, 
companies, startups, and others have come together to 
engage in dialogue and repeated exploration.
The life sciences are essential to human health and the 
long-term sustainability of society. Many challenges remain 
unresolved, including cancer, rare diseases, and infectious 
diseases. Research efforts continue worldwide. At the same 
time, certain areas, such as regenerative medicine, have 
begun translating research outcomes into clinical practice 
and broader societal application in recent years. The life 
sciences are now entering a period of signi�cant transition.
Life sciences can no longer be advanced within the boundaries 
of a single discipline. Environments in which researchers and 
practitioners can connect, exchange knowledge, and examine 
ideas from multiple perspectives are becoming increasingly 
important. By supporting these environments, LINK-J aims to 
provide a foundation that enables research activities and 
emerging initiatives to progress steadily and thoughtfully.
With this perspective, as we look toward the next decade, 
LINK-J aims to contribute to the future of life sciences by 
cultivating spaces where new knowledge and value can 
emerge through connection, and by linking these efforts from 
Japan to the wider international research community.
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As a catalyst for social implementation, 
LINK-J will create the future of life sciences.

COMMUNITY BUILDING1

2

3

Creating spaces where diverse 
players come together
and new value emerges

Through physical venues and theme-based initiatives, 

LINK-J supports the formation and activation of communi-

ties where people and organizations from diverse 

backgrounds meet, engage in continuous dialogue, and 

develop collaboration and co-creation over time.

 プロフェッショナルなコミュニティ

 海外でのネットワーキング

 会員向けのコミュニティ

VC や投資家のコミュニティ

起業家・スタートアップ支援

シーズの事業化支援

創薬 R＆D や投資家からの情報発信

アカデミアのシーズ紹介

行政・官からの情報発信

ライフサイエンス領域のトレンド発信

INNOVATION SUPPORT
Practical support to empower
the next step of 
challengers’ growth

LINK-J provides a wide range of programs and events for 

startups and innovators, offering hands-on support that 

spans from business creation to sustainable growth.

TREND DISSEMINATION
A hub for gathering frontier
insights and shaping future trends

Leveraging its extensive network and neutral position, 

LINK-J aggregates the voices and insights of diverse 

players, shares them with society as key themes and 

emerging trends, and fosters two-way dialogue that sparks 

future innovation.

M I S S I O N

● L INK-J will  create the future of life sciences.

   Build communities with shared interests and foster engagement, accelerating collaboration and 

co-creation.

● Suppor t people who take on the challenge of innovation.

● Share the voices of diverse stakeholders and create star ting points for future innovation.
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Organizations
Our activities are supported by Management Advisory Committee members and Supporters who possess specialized 

expertise and experience. The Management Advisory Committee is composed of industry leaders who strongly support us 

with their broad-based knowledge and experience. They also offer strategic advice to the Board of Directors.

LINK-J has a number of Supporters, people with knowledge spanning diverse fields and whose skill sets range from 

research and development to management, law and finance. Our Supporters, who include entrepreneurs and experts, 

participate in many events that we organize together and offer one-on-one advice to LINK-J special members.
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Board members
Chairman of the Board Hideyuki Okano, M.D., Ph.D. Director and Distinguished Professor of Keio University Regenerative Medicine Research Center

Vice Chairman of the Board Masaru Ishii, M.D., Ph.D. Dean, The University of Osaka Graduate School of Medicine

Vice Chairman of the Board Kazunori Yamashita
Executive Managing Of�cer, Appointed Chief Operating Of�cer, Innovation Promoting 
Division, Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.

Director Miki Ando, M.D., Ph.D.
Department of Hematology Juntendo University Faculty of Medicine Professor & 
Chairperson (Hematology) Assistant Director of Juntendo University Hospital

Director Kan Suzuki Professor, The University of Tokyo

Chief Executive Of�cer Shunichi Takahashi, Ph.D. LINK-J

Co-Chief Executive Of�cer Takashi Shiotani LINK-J

Auditor Yutaro Kikuchi Attorney at law, Kikuchi Sogo Law Of�ce

Auditor Shigeru Sugimoto CEO, Sakura & Co.

Founder Yoshiki Sawa, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Osaka Police Hospital, Specially Appointed Professor Division of Health science 
Osaka University Graduate School of Medicine

Founder Takashi Ueda President and Chief Executive Of�cer, Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.

Management Advisory Committee
Special Advisor Yoichiro Matsumoto, Dr. Eng. Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

Advisor Shinji Ohnishi Vice President Deputy Director General of Research and Industrial Collaboration Management 
of�ce, Kyushu University

Advisor Keiji Kojima Vice Chairman, Hitachi, Ltd.

Advisor Takao Someya, Ph.D. The University of Tokyo, Director General, Division of University Corporate Relations

Advisor Jun Takahashi M.D., Ph.D. Professor, Director of Center for iPS Cell Research and Application (CiRA), Kyoto University, Japan

Advisor Tsuyoshi Tohyama Director, Of�ce of Cooperative Research and Development, Tohoku University

Advisor Eisuke Nishida Executive Directors of Science, RIKEN

Advisor Ken-ichiro Hata Representative Director and Chairperson, Forum for Innovative Regenerative Medicine (FIRM)
Japan Tissue Engineering Co.,Ltd. Senior Advisor

Advisor Masaaki Mizuno, M.D., Ph.D. Clinical Professor, Nagoya University Graduate Schools of Medicine Center for Resarch, Education, 
And Development for Healthcare Life Design Designated Professor

Advisor Asuka Miyabashira President, Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA)
President, Japan Pharma Business Unit, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited

Advisor Koji Murota Director-General for Of�ce of Society-Academia Collaboration for Innovation, Kyoto University

Advisor Kenji Yasukawa President, The Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers' Associations of JAPAN (FPMAJ)
Representative Director, Chairman of the Board, Astellas Pharma Inc.

Advisor Akio Yamamoto Chairman, The Japan Federation of Medical Devices Associations
Senior Adviser, FUJIFILM Medical Co.,Ltd

Advisor Shinji Wakao, Ph.D. Vice President for Research, and Industry-Academia Collaboration Professor, Faculty of Science and Engineering

Advisor Takashi Ueda President and Chief Executive Of�cer, Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.

Executive Office
President and Chief Operating Of�cer Ikuo Hayashi

Supporters
Masanori Akita AIR WATER Inc. Ulrike Schaede, Ph.D. University of California, San Diego

Tsuyoshi Ito Beyond Next Ventures Rami Suzuki, Ph.D. ARC Therapies Inc

Taro Inaba Remiges Ventures, Inc. / RDiscovery, KK Toru J. Seo, Ph.D. Lucidaim Co. Ltd.

Yo Iwami, M.D., Ph.D. MedPeer, Inc. Koichiro Tsujimaru, Ph.D. Tsujimaru International Patent Of�ce

Atsushi Usami, Ph.D. The University of Tokyo Edge Capital Co., Ltd. Shingo Tsuda INDEE Japan Ltd. 

Takahiro Uchida, M.D. Ph.D., MSc. Sanamedi, Inc. Takuma Nakatsuka ONODERA GT Pharma, Inc.

Hajime Oshita MedVenture Partners, Inc. Shogo Nishida Kakehashi Inc.

Jun Otomo, Ph.D. Hitachi High-Tech Corporation Takato Noumi, Ph.D. Eurus Therapeutics Inc.

Hardy TS Kagimoto, M.D. Healios K.K. Nobuhiko Hibara, Ph.D. Waseda Business School

Hiroaki Kato, M.D. Aillis Inc. Ryuji Hiramatsu, Ph.D. Foundation for Biomedical Research and Innovation at Kobe

Makio Kitazawa Boston Consulting Group Ikkei Matsuda, Ph.D., MBA Science, Art & Research for Reconstruction (SARR)

Hiroaki Kitano, Ph.D. Sony Computer Science Laboratories Masashi Matsunaga, Ph.D. Biospire Japan, Ltd.

Takashi Kiyoizumi, M.D., Ph.D. University of California, San Diego Mika Mizunuma, Ph.D. Craif, Inc

Masashi Kiyomine Kicker Ventures Keita Mori SanBio Company Limited

Yohei Sawayama Coral Capital Yuji Yamamoto, M.D., MBA MinaCare Co., Ltd.

Tsutomu Sugaya Pharma-Biz Management Initiative Hayato Watanabe, CFA Crafton Biotechnology   
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FACILITIES
We operate conference rooms and communication lounges exclusively for LINK-J members located in the middle of 

Nihonbashi, central business district. We help you build new networks and create your business in a bright and open 

atmosphere.
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Location
Nihonbashi, Tokyo Osaka

Mitsukoshi Main building

Mitsui Main building

Nihonbashi 
Mitsui Tower

Bank of Japan

Exit B4

Exit A2

Exit A1

Exit A3

Exit A5

Exit A7

Exit A6

Exit A8

Exit A9

Exit A10

Exit 1

Exit 3

Exit 4

Exit 2

Exit 4

Exit 6

Exit 8

Honcho 2-chome

Honcho

Exit 5

Underpass

JR Sobu Rapid Line
Shin-Nihonbashi Station

Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line
Kodenmacho Station

Tokyo Metro Ginza Line
Mitsukoshi-mae Station

Tokyo Metro Hanzomon Line
Mitsukoshi-mae Station

COREDO Muromachi 3COREDO Muromachi 3

COREDO
Muromachi 1

COREDO
Muromachi 1

YUITOYUITO
Nihonbashi Astellas

Mitsui BuildingFukutoku ShrineFukutoku Shrine
Lawson ■Lawson ■

Doutor ■Doutor ■

■
Starbucks

■
Starbucks

Daiichi Sankyo HeadquartersDaiichi Sankyo Headquarters NOF
Nihonbashi Honcho Building

NOF
Nihonbashi Honcho Building

Seijo IshiiSeijo Ishii

COREDO
Muromachi 2

COREDO
Muromachi 2

Tokyo M
etro Hibiya Line

Sobu Line

Edo-dori Street

Tokyo Metro Hanzomon Line

Horidomecho

Exit A4

Horidome Children’s ParkHoridome Children’s Park

Doutor ■Doutor ■

Suginomori ShrineSuginomori Shrine

■ Seven-Eleven■ Seven-Eleven

Exit A5

Seven-Eleven ■Seven-Eleven ■

C
huo-dori S

treet

Nihonbashi Muromachi
Mitsui Tower

Exit A4

Toei Subway Asakusa Line
Ningyocho Station

Tokyo Metro Hibiya Line
Ningyocho Station

①

②

③④
⑤

⑥

⑦

⑨

⑩

⑪

⑫

LINK-J

⑧

Lifescience HUB West

Mitsui Link-Lab Nakanoshima

Nakanoshima

Watanabebashi

LINK-J
Address:2F Nihonbashi IT Building, 3-3-9 Nihonbashi Muromachi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103-0022

Lifescience HUB West
4F Midosuji Mitsui Building, 4-1-3 Bingo-
machi, Chuo-ku, Osaka-city, Osaka, 541-0051

1. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 7. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 7
Mitsui Link-Lab Nakanoshima
3F-5F, The International Center for Future 
Medicine Nakanoshima Qross, 
4-3-51 Nakanoshima, Kita-ku, Osaka-city, 
Osaka, 530-0005

2. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 2 8. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 8
3. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 3 9. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 9
4. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 4 10. Nihonbashi Life Science HUB
5. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 5 11. GLOBAL LIFESCIENCE HUB
6. Nihonbashi Life Science Building 6 12. Nihonbashi Honcho Showa-dori Building

Tonomachi, Kanagawa
Kawasaki KING SKYFRONT　1F Research Gate Building Ⅱ , 3-25-10, Tonomachi, Kawasaki-ku, Kawasaki-city, Kanagawa, 210-0821

Kasai, Tokyo Shinkiba, Tokyo Kashiwanoha, Chiba
Mitsui Link-Lab Kasai
(within Daiichi Sankyo Kasai R&D Center)
1-16-13 Kitakasai, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo 
134-8630

Mitsui Link-Lab Shinkiba 1
2-3-8 Shinkiba, Koto City, Tokyo 136-0082
Mitsui Link-Lab Shinkiba 2
1-17-8 Shinkiba, Koto City, Tokyo 136-0082
Mitsui Link-Lab Shinkiba 3
2-3-10 Shinkiba, Koto City, Tokyo 136-0082
Lifescience HUB Shinkiba
1-18-6 Shinkiba, Koto City, Tokyo 136-0082

Mitsui Link-Lab Kashiwa-no-ha 1
6-6-2 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa City, Chiba 
277-0882

ACCESS
Nihonbashi Life Science Facilities are located in a convenient location that is about a 10-minute walk from Tokyo station 

and many subway lines are available. Nihonbashi is also a place with a high concentration of commercial facilities with 

many historic buildings while serving as a hub for business activities.

Join us for creative innovation!

Conference Rooms

There are rooms of various sizes that can be used for meetings, 
lectures, seminars, happy hours and special events, etc. These spaces 
are also equipped with sound and audio-visual facilities necessary for 
presentations. (Some incur extra charges)

Communication Lounges

The LINK-J Communication Lounge is exclusively for members. There are 
books, complementary drinks and snacks. Lounge on the 10th floor in 
Nihonbashi Life Science Building and foyer area of the Nihonbashi Life 
Science Hub is available for meets-and-greets and receptions, etc.

Temporary Working Rooms

On the 3rd floor of Nihonbashi Life Science Building, there are rooms 
that can be reserved on a per-day basis. (Up to 7 days)

Serviced Offices

From secured individual booths to open plan, we offer a wide-range of 
possibilities and are pleased to accommodate your needs. These offices 
are furnished and it is available to register this location as your office. 
Since no deposit is required, the initial cost can be kept low.

Offices and Laboratories

We offer small to large sized office floors to suit the size of your business 
in Tokyo and Osaka. Rental wet labs are provided in Tokyo and Chiba. 

Overseas Facilities

L INK-J Meeting Room @ UC San Diego
YOKOHA MA・L INK-J Life Science Lounge @ NYC
1251 Avenue of the Americas Lounge @New York
Tufts Launchpad BioLabs Lounge
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