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Press Release                   March 1st, 2018 
Life Science Innovation Network in Japan, Inc. 

 LINK-J members exceeds 200, including corporations and individuals 
Approximately 80% of the members participated in the interaction and networking of life science field 

In February 2018, Life Science Innovation Network Japan, Inc. (head office: Nihonbashi-Honcho, Chuo-
ku, Tokyo; chairman of the board: Hideyuki Okano; hereinafter "LINK-J") which is operating to aim in 
creating new platform in the life science field, has achieved in exceeding more than 200 members 
including corporations and individuals.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Since its foundation in 2016, LINK-J has been based in the Nihonbashi area where medicine-related 

companies gather and has developed interaction and collaboration through symposiums, seminars and 
events to promote open innovation in the field of life science with industry-government-academia 
cooperation.  

In 2017, Nihonbashi Life Science base has held 380 events (open and more than 30 event / program 
only). In addition, there are programs that LINK-J sponsors such as "Out of Box consultation room" and 
"SANDBOX" which is targeted against researchers and startup companies with an aim of fosters 
endeavors to put research outcomes into practical use. No appointment is required for this program and 
it is also free of charge.  
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*Based on the members in the end of February, 2018 

 
 

Breakdown of Corporate Members 

※Based on the questionnaires at the membership registration 
*Based on the members in the end of February, 2018 

 

208 

Member’s expectations of LINK-J 

Interaction and 
Networking 

To use conference 
rooms and offices 

To grasp industry and 
technology trends 

Corporate members 
(148 answers out of all 149 companies/ organizations) 
Individual members (All 59 answered) 

■Corporate member (Companies and organizations) ■Individual members 
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Akihiko Soyama, Director President and Chief Executive Officer of LINK-J, commented "We are very 
pleased that the activity of LINK-J is acknowledged and 80% of our members have joined us with the 
purpose of interaction and networking with other organization. We will continue to contribute in further 
revitalizing in open innovation through interaction, collaboration projects, development and support of 
entrepreneurs". 
 
LINK-J has signed a memorandum of understanding with six life science organizations both in Japan 
and overseas. In addition, LINK-J is collaborating with organization that hold office in 3 buildings 
located in Nihonbashi where LINK-J is also headquartered such as Osaka University, Kyoto University, 
the University of Tokyo, Tohoku University, the University of California San Diego, Kyushu University, 
Keio University, and other 50 universities, companies and industry associations related in the field of life 
sciences. 
 
LINK-J will continue in creating life science innovation as well as new industry by supporting the 
commercialization and industrialization of the life science field through sharing information, interaction, 
operating symposiums, seminars, events, and fostering entrepreneurs. 

Life Science Innovation Network Japan, Inc. (LINK-J) 

LINK-J is a general incorporated association established by Mitsui Fudosan and volunteers from 
academic circles. With its base in the Nihonbashi area, home to several pharmaceutical companies, 
LINK-J aims to promote open innovation in the life science realm through industry-government-
academia cooperation and to extend support to the creation of new industries. As a platform for the 
entire life science area, namely the area where all sciences are combined, ranging from medicine to 
science and further to engineering or new technologies, such as information and communication 
technology (ICT) or artificial intelligence (AI), it will accelerate interdisciplinary human and technological 
exchange. The number of members has exceeded 200, including corporations and individuals, in the 
year and a half since recruitment began. For more details, please visit its website. 

https://www.LINK-j.org/en/ 

(Reference) History of LINK-J's partnerships 

 
Time Organization Description of Partnership 
May 2016 University of California San Diego 

(UCSD) (U.S.) 
-Exchanging publications, documents and 

information 
-Mutually organizing programs and events 
- Organizing symposiums in Nihonbashi and 
inviting a well-known professor, etc. 

May 2016 BIOCOM (U.S.) - Providing services to members of both 
organizations 
- Exchanging publications, documents and 
information 
- Mutually organizing programs and events, etc. 

June 2017 Eurobiomed (France) - Providing services to members of both 
organizations 
- Exchanging publications, documents and 
information 
- Mutually organizing programs and events, etc. 

July 2017 Kyoto Research Park Corp. (Japan) - Cooperation in organizing, co-sponsoring and 
announcing activities, events, programs and others 
- Exchanging publications, documents and 
information 
- Mutual visits, etc. 

December 
2017 

One Nucleus (U.K.) - Providing services to members of both 
organizations 

https://www.link-j.org/en/
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- Exchanging publications, documents and 
information 
- Mutually organizing programs and events, etc. 

January 
2017 

Foundation for Biomedical Research 
and Innovation (Japan) 

- Cooperation of co-sponsorship, sponsorship, 
announcement in activities, events and programs. 
- Exchange of publications, materials and 
information 
- Mutual visit etc 

 


