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LINK-J Networking Reception
UCLA Health:

Partnering with Industry to Advance Healthcare
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UCLA Health is visiting to expand relationships and partner with healthcare industry
organizations and academic organizations. With the launch of their Bio-design program,
the goal is to develop more robust relationships that will enable all parties to develop
healthcare innovations through close mentorship and partnership. UCLA Health is
consistently recognized as one of the top ten medical centers by US News and World
Report and is known for its culture of innovation.
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@2 : Ms. Johnese Spisso, MPA
President, UCLA Health

CEO, UCLA Hospital System
Associate Vice Chancellor, UCLA Health Sciences

"Innovating for Patient Care”
Johnese Spisso will discuss how UCLA Health is set up for an
approaches identifying and building partnerships in innovatio

#mEo : MS. Desert Horse-Grant

Sr. Director, Research and Innovation

UCLA Health / DGSOM

“Translation of Innovations”

Desert Horse Grant will discuss how we have
systematically added to and strengthened our culture off
innovation at UCLA Health.
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Profile

Kazunori Kataoka, Ph.D.
Director General of Innovation Center of NanoMedicine (iCONM), Kawasaki Institute of Industry
Promotion / Professor at Institute for Future Initiatives, The University of Tokyo
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Dr. Kazunori Kataoka received his Ph.D. (1979) in Polymer Chemistry from the University of
Tokyo. He has held professorships at Tokyo Women'’s Medical College, Tokyo University of
Science and the University of Tokyo. In 2016, he moved to his current professorship at the
Institute for Future Initiative, the University of Tokyo. He has received several scientific
awards in Japan, USA and Germany including the Award of the Society of Polymer Science,
Japan (2000). He has been elected as a foreign member of the US National Academy of
Engineering (NAE).

Johnese Spisso, MPA
President, UCLA Health CEO, UCLA Hospital System Associate Vice Chancellor, UCLA Health Science

Johnese Spisso was appointed to the position of President of UCLA Health, CEO of UCLA
Hospital System and Associate Vice Chancellor of UCLA Health Sciences on February 8, 2016.
She is a nationally recognized academic healthcare leader with more than 30 years of
experience, and oversees all operations of UCLA’s hospitals and clinics as well as the health
system’s regional outreach strategy.

Desert Horse-Grant
Sr. Director, Research and Innovation UCLA Health / DGSOM

Desert Horse-Grant is the senior director of research and innovation for UCLA Health and
the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. In this role, she provides an organizational
bridge that supports transformational initiatives focused on research innovation and
commercialization. Before her UCLA position, Desert directed Strategy & Operations for
Seattle Translational Tumor Research (STTR), a multi-institute, multidisciplinary initiative
centered at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center (FHCRC), and across UW Medicine,
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance and Seattle Children’s Hospital.
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